The Mersey Forest Comparator study
A study assessing the environmental, social and economic impacts of community forestry in The Mersey Forest has found that the initiative has made “a major contribution to the area, both when compared with adjacent areas and when the present day is compared with data from before the Forest’s inception.”
The Mersey Forest Comparator Study, carried out by Warrington-based environmental consultancy TEP, states that local authority areas benefit socially,

economically and environmentally from being part of The Mersey Forest, frequently outperforming neighbouring local authorities in criteria including:
Regeneration of brownfield land to public greenspace

Greening of strategic routes and transport corridors

Contribution of greenspace provision to house prices

Community participation and voluntary opportunities

Proximity of woodland and greenspace to excluded / deprived groups

Contribution of public greenspace to health

Woodland planted

Woodlands under management

Natural environment funds levered in

The study concludes that “it is without doubt that The Mersey Forest has transformed environments (through extending woodland cover, habitat creation and woodland management), local image (planting on DUN [derelict, underused and neglected] land and around strategic routes), communities (providing green spaces ‘owned’ by local – particularly deprived - communities), and lives (providing volunteering opportunities, generating jobs and supporting businesses), delivering against regional strategies to provide real results for the community forest area.”

To read the full study, click HERE. UPLOAD PDFINSERT LINK.
