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Introduction  

There are more than 200 Business Improvement Districts (BIDs) operating across the UK. A BID is a 

business-led and business funded body formed to improve a defined commercial area.  

 

BIDs are voted on by local businesses and are funded through the BID levy, which is a small 

percentage of a businessõs rateable value. The majority of BIDs charge 1% of rateable value; however 

there are some that have opted for higher levies, particularly in smaller locations with lower rateable 

values, and industrial areas. 

 

In 2014, Northwich businesses voted to become a BID. The Northwich BID prospectus1 sets out four 

priorities for the town.  

 

¶ A Vibrant and Co-ordinated town 

¶ A Supported Environment for Business  

¶ Safe & Secure  

¶ Greener and Cleaner Northwich 

 

 

 

                                                      
1 http://www.visitnorthwich.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/northwich_bid_lr.pdf   

http://www.visitnorthwich.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/northwich_bid_lr.pdf
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To support a òGreener and Cleaner Northwich,ó a òGreen Infrastructure Auditó was proposed in the 

BID Prospectus.  

 

Several BIDs in the UK have either already developed their green infrastructure plans or are currently 

looking at similar audits. The Victoria BID2 in London, while not typical of BIDs, was the first to carry 

out an audit and this has led to significant interest and investment in environmental improvements in 

the area. More recently 14 other London BIDs have completed their audits, and the two Liverpool 

BIDs have also carried out their audit and are due to publish their Green Infrastructure Prospectus in 

summer 2016. 

Why a Green Infrastructure approach? 

The green infrastructure approach aims to provide information that can assist management of 

existing environmental assets and plan for investment in new green infrastructure. The approach 

focusses on the needs of an area, and what green infrastructure can do to help address these needs 

as part of the wider plan for improvements that the BID will have.  

 

A lot of the work in the development of a green infrastructure plan goes into identifying how green 

infrastructure is meeting specific need in an area. 

 

For example, the approach may look at the need to improve the image of an area, the need to reduce 

air pollution levels, to manage risk, improve connectivity. Figure 1 provides a quick overview of the 

types of benefits that can be provided by good quality green infrastructure planning, delivery and 

management. 

 

                                                      
2 http://www.victoriabid.co.uk//wp -content/uploads/2015/02/Victoria -GI-Tech-Report_digital_Oct-

2010.pdf and http://www.victoriabid.co.uk/our-work/clean-green/  

http://www.victoriabid.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Victoria-GI-Tech-Report_digital_Oct-2010.pdf
http://www.victoriabid.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Victoria-GI-Tech-Report_digital_Oct-2010.pdf
http://www.victoriabid.co.uk/our-work/clean-green/
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A green infrastructure approach, leading to a plan such as this one, also looks to connect the town to 

the wider countryside, beyond the boundary of the BID, maximising the benefits to people, businesses 

and nature.  

 

Finally, green infrastructure planning is based on a solid and developing evidence base. The extensive 

use of Geographic Information System data, research and local information helps to produce a robust 

plan for projects to deliver the main objectives of the BID. In particular, to create a more attractive 

Northwich for residents and visitors and encourage more footfall in the main commercial areas, with 

increased local spend too. 
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Green Infrastructure in and around Northwich 

Northwich is the major town in the Weaver Valley, with a population of around 50,000. It is home to 

around 1,500 businesses. The town sits within a matrix of green infrastructure along the valley.  
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In the wider Weaver Valley, over 85% of the area can be identified as green infrastructure.  

Focussing in on the Northwich BID area, 44% of the BID area is green infrastructure, with general 

amenity space the predominant type of green infrastructure, followed by gardens and water courses, 

including the Weaver.  

 

Type Area (ha) Percentage of BID 
area 

Percentage of green 
infrastructure 

Cemetery, churchyard or burial ground 0.21 0.32% 0.94% 

Derelict land 0.38 0.57% 1.68% 

General amenity space 6.71 10.10% 29.66% 

Grassland, heathland, moorland or scrubland 2.05 3.08% 9.05% 

Institutional grounds 4.15 6.25% 18.35% 

Not green infrastructure 43.82 65.95%  

Outdoor sports facility 0.06 0.09% 0.26% 

Park or public garden 0.00 0.00% 0.01% 

Private domestic garden 4.70 7.07% 20.76% 

Water body 0.03 0.05% 0.14% 

Water course 2.90 4.37% 12.83% 

Woodland 1.43 2.16% 6.33% 

 

 
































































































